
Democracy 
of the 
Senses

When we think about a democracy of the 
senses, the sense of sight is predominant, 
followed by the sense of hearing. What 
factors would we be aware of if the focus 
were on the sense of smell?

The installation The Austrian Democracy Lab – 
Fragrance Edition reflects social trends and 
disruptions and encourages us to engage in a 
discourse that is not just verbalised but also 
sensual. The six exclusively crafted perfumes 
are one-off creations. Each was composed 
from a range of over 150 biological and 
synthetic aromatic substances and has an 
olfactory uniqueness that it is impossible to 
reproduce. Certain nuances of the fragrances 
created for the installation could be completely 
unknown, whereas others may smell familiar, 
pleasant or unpleasant. But do they also 
contain the (aromatic) material out of which we 
can weave the fabric of social cohesion? What 
associations and images emerge when we 
sniff the individual fragrances of the edition?

The artist duo MUELLER-DIVJAK (Jeanette 
Müller, concept artist and political scientist – 
Paul Divjak, author, artist and parfumier) 
employs multimedia interventions, site-specific 
installations, sculptures, performances, 
collages, photographs and texts to reflect upon 
and research into the sensual perception of 
contemporary phenomena and the interaction 
between living systems.
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HUMANISTA 
(Ultra Light)

Humanism shaped our idea(l)s and our 
desires; today, however, these ideals only 
appear to be available in homeopathic doses.

Fragrance character: A wide range of 
examples of human perspiration stretches as 
far as the plant kingdom. A still life – a 
memento mori – turns to dust. The complex, 
animalistic bouquet seems to constantly 
escape closer analysis. – A fascinating 
interplay of aromas, alluring and abhorrent in 
equal measure.

SOLASTALGIA 
(For Her/Him/Them)

‘Eco grief’, our sorrowful response to the 
destruction of habitats, biodiversity and the 
world as we think we know it: Is this triggering 
a forward-looking response or is it simply 
paralysing us?

Fragrance character: Organic compounds that 
defy fragrance pyramids. A floral and yet 
earthy aroma that captures the dry tears of 
nature. Evolution is finite. – An aromatic 
bouquet like a flight of stairs that comes to a 
sudden end.

WOKE WATER
(Organic & Fairtrade)

Is this an example of thoughtfulness and 
empathy that reaches below the surface, or a 
way of using buzzwords that has little to do 
with social reality?

Fragrance character: Seductively satisfying, 
like freshly-washed laundry; an affirmation of 
olfactory perfection that casts a spell. – A 
constantly developing aroma between tender 
floral nuances and woody notes, between 
sensuality and arrogance.

TOXIC MASCULINITY 
(Gender Liquid)

Still an omnipresent social factor; gender-
neutral and widespread, despite all the 
progress made by society.

Fragrance character: An aromatic monolith 
with presence; uncomfortably seductive, 
familiar yet frequently surprising, intense and 
fresh at one and the same time. Not confined 
to any gender or specific moment, it also 
unfolds beyond the stereotype: ready at any 
time to take the lead. – Sweet and spicy 
promise with a harsh drydown

ACQUA COLONIALE 
(Intensa)

Colonialism continues to cast a shadow; 
Europe’s domination of distant lands is still 
shaping social, political, economic and ethnic 
structures around the globe.

Fragrance character: A multi-faceted aromatic 
composition that speaks of the past; that 
lingers and cannot be easily wiped away. – 
Florally spicy projection with a delicate 
mustiness that seems to recall another age.

MORAL GRANDSTANDING 
(Privé)

Do our sensitivities extend beyond our moral 
and political assumptions as we live for the 
common good and according to moral 
principles – or are we only too keen to vainly 
display these assumptions as a way of 
promoting our own dominance and impressing 
others?

Fragrance character: Fresh and overpowering, 
it masks and obliterates both our own and 
other (intimate) human nuances. An olfactory 
assertion of predominant purity with a hint of 
synthetic equalization. – An ambivalent 
aromatic narrative that seeks to take hold and 
assume control everywhere in order to win 
hearts with its flawless perfection.
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